Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



CONFIDENTIAL 
PAGE 01 FORT L 01599 260829Z 
12 

ACTION AF- 18 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 

SS-15 USIA-15 ACDA-19 IO-13 AID-20 DRC-01 /168 W 

064790 

R 241255Z SEP 73 
FM AMEMBASSY FORT LAMY 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7018 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
AMEMBASSY BANGUI 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 

CONFIDENTIAL FORT LAMY 1599 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT, CD 

SUB J : FRANCO-CHADIAN RELATIONS 

REF: (A) PARIS 24595 NOTAL: (B) FORT LAMY 1314 NOTAL 

1. SUMMARY. FOLLOWING WEEKS OF GROWING TENSION IN FRANCO- 
CHADIAN RELATIONS IT NOW APPEARS THAT DESPITE PRESIDENT 
TOMBALBAYE'S VIRULENT DIATRIBES AGAINST SECGEN FOCCART AND 
FRENCH SUSPICIONS THAT HE MAY HAVE ORDERED THE ASSASSINATION 
OF DR. BONO IN PARIS, FRANCE HAS REAFFIRMED ITS DETERMINATION 
TO CONTINUE ITS AID TO CHAD AT FORMER LEVELS. IT WILL, HOWEVER, 
"NORMALIZE" ITS TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE BY WITHDRAWING CIVIL AND 
MILITARY PERSONNEL WHO HAVE BEEN EXERCISING DIRECT ADMINISTRA- 
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TIVE RESPONSIBILITIES. END SUMMARY. 
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2. PRESIDENT TOMBALBAYE'S ANTI-FRENCH CAMPAIGN, WHICH BEGAN 
WITH ARRESTS IN THE SUMMER OF 1972 OF SEVERAL FRENCH BUSINESS- 
MEN AND THREE LEADING GOC OFFICIALS, INCLUDING MINISTER OF PLAN 
BANGUI, INCLUDED INCREASINGLY VIOLENT PRESS ATTACKS AGAINST 
SECGEN JACQUES FOCCART AND "NEO-COLONIALIST'' FRENCHMEN IN AND 
OUT OF THIS COUNTRY. HOWEVER, IT SEEMED CLEAR THAT FRANCE 
INTENDED NO BASIC CHANGE IN RELATIONSHIP WITH CHAD AND THAT 
DESPITE TOMBALBAYE'S ANTI-FRENCH POSTURE HE HIMSELF WANTED TO 
PRESERVE THAT RELATIONSHIP. ASSASSINATION OF DR. BONO IN PARIS 
LAST MONTH AND PRESIDENT'S OWN USE OF THE CUDGELS ON FOCCART AT 
OPENING OF NATIONAL POLITICAL CONGRESS AUGUST 27 APPEARED TO HAVE 
CHANGED SCENARIO. THERE WERE MANY WHO BELIEVED INITIATIVE FOR 
BASIC CHANGE IN RELATIONSHIP, HELD SO LONG BY TOMBALBAYE AND 
USED SO RECKLESSLY, HAD PASSED TO FRANCE AND THAT PRESIDENT 
POMPIDOU HAD HAD ENOUGH. 

3. SECSTATE DENIAU'S VISIT TO CHAD AUGUST 8 AND 9 WAS PRECEDED 
BY MORATORIUM IN CHADIAN PRESS CAMPAIGN AGAINST FRANCE. 
AGREEMENTS REACHED WITH TOMBALBAYE DURING VISIT APPARENTLY 
INCLUDED GOF COMMITMENT TO CONTINUE HIGH LEVEL OF FRENCH AID TO 
CHAD. GOC WOULD APPROVE FRENCH MILITARY MANEUVERS OUTSIDE 
PERIMETERS OF BASES, RELEASE POLITICAL AND SEMI-POLITICAL FRENCH 
PRISONERS IN CHAD AND END PRESS ATTACKS AFTER THE NATIONAL 
CONGRESS. SUBSEQUENTLY. PRESS ATTACKS DID END, ALL FRENCH 
POLITICAL AND SEMI-POLITICAL PRISONERS WERE RELEASEE (INCUDED 

IN LATTER CATEGORY WERE TWO FRENCH HOMOSEXUALS WHO HAD BEEN 
PUBLICLY PARADED TO ILLUSTRATE EVIL HERITAGE FROM EUROPE) AND 
FRENCH TROOPS WERE AUTHORIZED TO CONDUCT MANEUVERS. THEN, 

WHEN CERTAIN EXPIRING CONTRACTS OF "COOPERANTS" WERE NOT 
PROMPTLY RENEWED AND BOTH BUDGETARY SUPPORT AND MILITARY AID 
LAGGED, LOCAL OPINION WAS QUICK TO CONCLUDE THAT FRANCE HAD 
DECIDED TO CHANGE RELATIONSHIP. CONSLUSION WAS REINFORCED BY 
EDITORIAL IN LATEST ISSUE OF SEMI-OFFICIAL WEEKLY CANARD 
DECHAINE. ARTICLE DEFENDS CHAD’S RIGHT TO EXPOSE FOCCART AS 
FRANCE'S "COUP SPECIALIST" IN AFRICA BUT CONDLUDES WITH PLEA FOR 
CONTINUED FRENCH SUPPORT: ALTHOUGH POMPIDOU MAY BE IRRITATED, 

IT SAYS, CHADIANS WILL HAVE THE CLEAR CONSCIENCE OF KNOWING THEY 
HAVE RESPECTED ACCORDS LINKING FRANCE AND CHAD. "BUT.. .IT 
GOES WITHOUT SAYING THAT EACH PARTY HAS THE POSSIBILITY OF 
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TAKING THE INITIATIVE TO DENOUNCE THE ACCORDS. HOWEVER, HISTORY 
WILL SHOW THAT CHAD, BECAUSE OF THE LONG FRIENDSHIP SEALED IN 
BLOOD BETWEEN THE CHADIAN AND FRENCH PEOPLE WILL NOT HAVE BEEN 
THE FIRST TO DO SO, EVEN IF IT HAD GOOD REASONS." 

4. DENIAU'S STATEMENT TO AFP IN PARIS ON SEPTEMBER 20 IS 
INTERPRETED BY FRENCH EMBASSY IN FORT LAMY TO MEAN THERE 
WILL BE NO CHANGE IN FRENCH POLICY TOWARD CHAD, CERTAINLY NONE 
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IN THE ACCORDS. "NORMALIZATION" OF FRENCH TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
IS LONG OVERDUE, ACCORDING TO FRENCH CHARGE D'AFFAIRES. IT 
AFFECTS LESS THAN FIVE PER CENT OF FRENCH TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS IN 
CHAD (SOME 50 OF THESE ARE 
CIVILIAN AND 465 MILITARY "COOPERANTS", 

ACCORDING TO DENIAU). INCLUDED WILL BE PERSONNEL OF THE MISSION 
POUR LA REFORME ADMINISTRATIVE, JUDGES, MILITARY AND CIVIL 
ADMINISTRATORS WITH DIRECT GOVERNING RESPONSIBILITIES. 
CONSELORS ARE NOT AFFECTED. 

5. COMMENT: FRENCH DETERMINATION TO CONTINUE HIGH LEVEL OF 
AID TO CHAD IN SPITE OF GREAT ANNOYANCE WITH TOMBALBAYE IS 
REMINDER THAT RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES HAD ITS 
ROOTS IN HISTORY AND IS INTRICATELY ENMESHED IN THAT OF FRANCE 
WITH WHOLE OF FORMER FRENCH AFRICA. ALTHOUGH THERE ARE 
UNDOUBTEDLY LIMITS TO FRENCH PATIENCE, AND TOMBALBAYE SOME- 
TIMES MUST BE VERY NEAR THEM, REMARKABLE DURABILITY OF THE 
TIE IS ONCE AGAIN EVIDENT. 

NEHER 
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